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THE GENEALOGY of JESUS
Or Study of Matt. 1:1-17

by K. C. Ung

Introduction:

(1) The Importance of this Genealogy to us. It Demonstrates.....

a. The Centrality of Jesus Christ in God's Precepts. 
Jn. 5:39

b. The Centrality of Jesus Christ in God's Programme.

(2) The Importance of Genealogies to the Jews:

a. in Determining a tribal family's Residence. 
Num. 26:52-56; 33:54

b. in Deciding David's lineal succession to Royalty. 
I Kg.11:36, 37; 15:4, 5

c. in Discounting those not of Priestly Rank (after the Captivity) 
Ez. 2:62

(3) The Inanity of arguing about Genealogies. 
I Tim. 1:4; Tit. 3:9

A. A  COMARISON  OF  THE  RECORDS


Intro: 
Matt. 1:1 - "(The) book of the generations" 
(Gk. Biblos geneseos)



Greek = "A book/record of the Genealogy/Beginnings/Origins"




Gen. 5:1 - Genealogy of the 1st Adam. 
Note: “and he died” (8 occ.) 




Matt. 1:1 - Genealogy of the last Adam.
Cf. Lk. 3:38
	
	MATTHEW
	MARK
	LUKE
	JOHN

	Theme:
	The Sovereign

2:2; 21:5; 27:37
	The Servant

10:45 cf. 1:10, 12
	The Son of Man
5:24 (25 occ.)
	The Son of God
1:1, 2; 20:31

	Thought:
	A Royal Genealogy
	Servant

- No Genealogy
	A Human Genealogy
	No ancestry and no descendants. cf. Heb. 7:1ff

	Through:
	The kingly line -     Solomon  (1:6-11)
	
	The human line -

Nathan (3:13-31)
	

	From:
	From Abraham to Jesus
	
	From Jesus to Adam
	


B. THE CHRIST IN THE RECORD          "Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham" 
Matt. 1:1
1. He is the Anointed Messiah
  - "Jesus Christ" to be the Messiah Who shall save His people from their sins.

a. Jesus was the Promised Messiah:
Mt. 26:63, 64, NRSV

The high priest said to Him, "I put you under oath before the living God, tell us if you are the Messiah,
 the Son of God." Jesus said to him, "You have said so…”

b. Jesus was the People’s Messiah: 
Jn. 20:31; I Jn. 5:1

· He was Jesus:  He shall save His people from their Sins.



1:21

· He was Christ, the Messiah – You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.
16:16, NRSV

· We have found the Messias, which is, being interpreted, the Christ.

Jn. 1:41


· Then charged He His disciples…that He was Jesus the Christ.

16:20
· Thus He was Jesus Christ, the Promised Messiah Who shall save His People from their sins:
	Sins of Evil Men:
	v. 7 - Rehoboam cf. I Kg. 12:12-14


	v. 7 - Abijah   cf. I Kg. 14:31-15:3

	Sins of Evil Women:
	v.3 - Tamar cf. Gen. 38:24-26 cf. 7, 10; 

v. 6 - wife of Uriah (Bathsheba) cf. II Sam. 11:3

	v. 3 - Rahab cf. Josh. 2:1;    

Heb. 11:.31; Jas. 2:.25

	Sins of His People:
	The Generations in the Genealogy, cf. 1:17

vv. 2-5   : His lay ancestors

vv. 6-11  : His royal ancestors

vv. 12-16 : His other ancestors

	

	Sins of Gentiles:
	v. 3 – Rahab, a Canaanite. Josh. 2:1-3
	v. 5: Ruth, A Moabitess,  Ruth 2:6

4:18, 19 cf. Isa. 59:1, 2


2. He is the Appointed King 
 "the son of David" to fulfil the Davidic Covenant.
Mt. 1:1, 6 cf. II Sam. 7:12-16

a. The Covenant: I have made a covenant with My chosen, I have sworn unto David My servant,
Psa. 89:3
b. The Confirmation: Thy seed will I establish for ever, and build up thy throne to all generations. 
89:4


I will establish his line forever, and his throne as long as the heavens endure.

89:29


Once have I sworn by my holiness that I will not lie unto David.

89:34-37
· The Christ from David’s line qualifies to sit on his throne.

Isa. 9:6, 7 [See Con. below]
For unto us a Child is born… his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David.
3. He is the Abrahamic Seed 
 "the son of Abraham" to fulfil the Abrahamic Covenant. 

Mt. 1:1

a. The Covenant: Which covenant He made with Abraham, and His oath unto Isaac.
Psa. 105:9

The LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land.
Gen. 15:18

b. The Contents: 

i. the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land:
Gen. 12:7; 13:15, etc

ii. I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth:

Gen. 13:16
iii. Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them…So shall thy seed be.  15:5
iv. I am the LORD that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit it.
15:7
v. …I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee. 

17:6
c. The Confirmation: 

Gen. 17:7

I will establish my covenant between Me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations 
for an everlasting covenant.
· The Christ from Abraham’s line qualifies to be his Seed.
Gal. 3:16

Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many;
but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.
· The Conclusion:
Gal. 3:17-18

And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of none effect.

For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but God gave it to Abraham by promise.

C. 
THE CHOICES IN THE RECORD

1. The Choice of the Words.
 


1:16  (With Reference to the Virgin Birth)

a. The Expression used 
- "the husband of Mary" ct. previous pattern;     cf. "as was supposed" Lk. 3:23

b. The Gender used     
- "of whom was born" 
- Feminine Gender

c. The Number used    
- "of whom was born" 
- Singular Number

2. The Choice of the Names
	
	Verse
	Name/s Named
	Omitted
	Lesson
	Ref

	a. A  
	2   
	Isaac
	Ishmael
	Faith vs. Flesh
	Gal. 4:23

	b. B 
	2
	Jacob
	Esau
	Spiritual vs. Physical
	Heb. 12:16, 17

	c. C  
	2  
	Judah
	Reuben, etc.
	Younger vs. Older
	Gen. 49:.8-10

	d. D
	7-11
	Kings from Solomon to Babylonian Exile
	Ahaziah, Josiah, Amaziah, etc.  
	Jesus vs.  Kings  
	Cf. Genealogy in   
I Chr. 3:11, 12, 13-15

	e. e
	12-15
	Those after Zerubbabel
	Those before  Abraham
	Unknown vs. Known
	cp II Cor. 6:9


The symmetrical arrangement of 3 x 14 generations.
Matt. 1:17


So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from David until 

the carrying away into Babylon are fourteen generations; and from the carrying away into Babylon

unto Christ are fourteen generations.

3. The Choice of the Women:     
Tamar (v. 3), Rahab & Ruth (v. 5), Bathsheba (v. 6) 







Cf.  Gal. 3:27-29; Eph. 2:14

For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.

And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.

a. In a list of Males (unusual)    
-
"neither male nor female" – Four were women.
b. In a list of Israelites   
-
"neither Jew nor Greek"
– The Females were Gentiles.
c. In a list of leaders and kings
-
"neither bond nor free."
– Three bonded in sin Forgiven






   and one redeemed  



The Curse on Coniah,
Jer. 23:30

1. God's Unconditional Promises To David  
Psa. 89:3, 4
a. The throne of David would endure forever. 
II Sam. 7:12

b. David's seed (actual descendant) would sit on the throne. 
II Sam. 7:13

2. David's Potentate Line:

a. He had many sons, only Solomon's line was given throne rights.
I Kgs. 1:30

b. David's kingly descendants traced to Joseph. 
Matt. 1:16

c. The curse on Coniah 
Jer. 22:30, cf. Matt. 1:11, 16

d. The problem of Joseph:  a lineal heir, hence, under the curse of Coniah.

e. Thus, Joseph's real son could not ascend the throne.

3. Three Main Prerequisites for the Fulfilment of God's Unconditional Promise in the Davidic Covenant:
a. Jesus must be a .......
lineal descendant of David.

b. Jesus must be the.....
legal son of Joseph -  to inherit the right to sit on the throne of David.

c. Yet, Jesus must not be the...
real son of Joseph without coming under God's curse on Coniah.

4. The Problems Solved: THE VIRGIN BIRTH

a. Jesus was never the Real   Son of Joseph.  
Matt. 1:25

b. Jesus became the Legal Son of Joseph through adoption.
 Lk. 3:23

c. Jesus was the Lineal Son of David through Mary. 
Cf. Mary's genealogy, Lk. 3:23-28


Note:

i)
Mary was the direct descendant of David not through the kingly line of Solomon

upon which the curse of Coniah fell, but 

ii)
through another son of David, Nathan. 
Lk. 3:31
 cf. II Sam. 5:13, 14

Conclusion: 
(1) Jesus was the Actual Son of Mary, therefore, a descendant of David.

Thus, He was the Lineal Son of David.  Condition No. 1 (See # 3 above) fulfilled.

(2) Jesus was the Legal Son of Joseph through adoption.


Thus, He had the right to ascend the throne of David. Condition No. 2 fulfilled.

(3) Jesus was NOT the Real Son of Joseph, because of the Virgin Birth.

Thus, He escaped the curse of Coniah. Condition No 3 fulfilled.

Thus Jesus must be born of a Virgin to be Verily the son of David sitting upon David’s throne forever!
Note: See also 2009 Mothers’ Day Message on The Four Mothers #D - Bathsheba – the Royal Mother 
http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com/messages/Mother%27s%20Day%202009%20-%20Four%20Mothers.doc
